THE "REIGN" BEGINS

the first acts of the Senate to arouse strong feelings
in the White House was the rejection of the nomi-
nation of Isaac Hill to be Second Comptroller of
the Treasury. A New Hampshire senatorship soon
falling vacant, the President deftly brought about
the election of Hill to the position; and many a
gala hour he had in later days as Lewis and other
witnesses described the chagrin of the senators at
being obliged to accept as one of their colleagues
a man whom they had adjudged unfit for a less
important office.

Much thought had been bestowed upon the com-
position of the Cabinet, and some of the Presi-
dent's warmest supporters urged that he should
make use of the group as a council of state, after
the manner of his predecessors. Jackson's pur-
poses, however, ran in a different direction. He
had been on intimate terms with fewer than half
of the members, and he saw no reason why these
men, some of whom were primarily the friends of
Calhoun, should be allowed to supplant old con-
fidants like Lewis. Let them, he reasoned, go
about their appointed tasks as heads of the admin-
istrative departments, while he looked for counsel
whithersoever he desired. Hence the official
Cabinet fell into the background, and after a